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RENOWNED FISHER COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY ART
ON VIEW TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MAJOR EXHIBITION
OPENING JUNE 2010

160 Masterworks from 1950 to the Present Survey Key Artists and Movements
and Reveal the Depth and Quality of the Fisher Collection

Presentation on View as Part of SFMOMA'’s 75th Anniversary Celebration
The first public presentation of the

celebrated Fisher Collection, one of
the world’s foremost private

collections of contemporary art, will e N
be presented by the San Francisco A | ,,-j:‘:_‘_""-\\ . N
Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) il \{

from June 25 through September 19, ! q

2010. SFMOMA recently announced 2 -

an unprecedented partnership with ~ » <% “

Doris and the late Donald Fisher,

founders of the Gap, to provide a Alexander CalderDouble Gong, 1953; Doris and Donald Fisher Collection at
SFMOMA,; © Calder Foundation, New York / Artists Rig Society (ARS),

home at the museum for their New York: photo: lan Reeves

outstanding collection of more than
1,100 works, most of which have never been displayed publibig sweeping exhibition, entitlechl der
to Warhol: Introducing The Fisher Collection, will offer an extraordinary preview of the depth, breadth,
and quality of the Fisher holdings, with iconic worksAdgxander Calder, Chuck Close, Sam Francis,
Philip Guston, Anselm Kiefer, Ellsworth Kelly, Roydtitenstein, Brice Marden, Agnes Martin, Joan
Mitchell, Gerhard Richter, Richard Serra, Wayne Thieb&ydTwombly, Andy Warhol, and many others.
It will also serve as the centerpiece of SFMOMA'aiyeng 75th anniversary celebration and exhibition
series in 2010, entitleb Years of Looking Forward.

Organized by Gary Gatrrels, Elise S. Haas Senior @uoafainting and Sculpture at SFMOMA,
Calder to Warhol: Introducing The Fisher Collection will provide a window into the vast collection
assembled by the Fishers over more than four decadesniiteefourth and fifth floors of the museum,

including the Rooftop Garden, will showcase approximatelywi®s of painting, sculpture,
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photography, and video—a distillation of the Fisher €xibn that aims to reveal not only its scope but
also its core attributes. The collection is partidyldrstinguished for its concentration of works by
Alexander Calder, Chuck Close, Philip Guston, Ellsworth Kéllyselm Kiefer, Roy Lichtenstein, Agnes
Martin, Gerhard Richter, Richard Serra, Cy Twombly, Andy Warhol. Unlike most private collections,
it includes extensive groupings of seminal pieces by th@decentury masters and traces their creative
evolution through entire bodies of work.

“At this momentous time in SFMOMA's history, we aretonly celebrating 75 years of
accomplishments and innovation, we’re also looking fodva a new era of growth and community
service that will be greatly enhanced by the museum’&ptatson of these outstanding works of art from
the Fisher Collection,” said SFMOMA Director Neadriezra. “Our collaboration with the Fisher family
will give visitors access to some of the finest moderd contemporary masterpieces, placing SFMOMA
among the greatest museums for contemporary art andiedgetree cultural profile of the city as a whole.
As the first unveiling of Doris and Don'’s incredilgét to the city of San Francisco, this exhibitionlw
introduce the public to an incomparable group of iconidke/that will inspire and educate generations of
visitors in the years to come.”

“Since the 1980s, the Fishers have helped shape San Eoanéisa national center for forward-
thinking art collecting,” says Garrels. “It is anrtup to tell the personal story of their collection thrioug
this tremendous body of art, which was assembled withand determination over more than 40 years.
I’'m thrilled to see how this work complements SFMOMAisn holdings.”

The exhibition will be organized in sections, altermguboncentrations of works from a single
artist and groupings of works by others with shared perspsctThe presentation will also lend insight to
the Fishers’ collecting methodology, emphasizing tHieciion’s unifying threads: its richness in
American abstract art, its strengths in contemporamyr@n painting and photograplitg deep
concentrations of work by the artists they most addhiand a marked commitment to representing,
whenever possible, the growth of each artist’'s woee dvnewith key examples from every phase of their
careers. This exhibition will be the first to cogtese affinities and correspondences.

In the fifth-floor galleries, the presentation expbne-depth holdings of five artists in particular—
Alexander Calder, Ellsworth Kelly, Anselm Kiefer, Garth&ichter, and Richard Serra, with large
galleries devoted to numerous works by each. The Overlold&r@will be devoted to minimalist art with
works by Carl Andre, Dan Flavin, and Donald Judd.

Half of the fourth-floor galleries will highlight the bection’s esteemed holdings of abstract art,
beginning with gestural paintings by Sam Francis, Philipt@, Lee Krasner, and Joan Mitchell. Early
sculptures by Mark di Suvero and John Chamberlain will sss\@unterpoints. Single galleries will be
devoted to the paintings of Agnes Martin, Frank Stetld, @y Twombly, as well as the later works of
Philip Guston. Other galleries here will include paigs by Willem de Kooning, Richard Diebenkorn,
Brice Marden, Robert Therrien, and sculptures by Martityd2u.
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The other half of the fourth floor will center on Papd figurative art. Major groupings of Pop
works by Roy Lichtenstein and Claes Oldenburg will sladerge gallery. Emphasizing a particular
strength of the collection, two galleries featuredhdy and late paintings of Andy Warhol, with iconic
pieces such aFriple Elvis (1962) andslver Marlon (1963), and key works from the artiskost Wanted
Men series and later self-portraits.

In addition, two galleries will be dedicated to the worlCbiuck Close, showcasing four of the
artist's monumental portraits of other artists. Fagiwe works by David Hockney and Wayne Thiebaud
will be shown together, as will groupings of photo-basedke/by John Baldessari, Sophie Calle, Barbara
Kruger, Ed Ruscha, and Jeff Wall. Paintings by Richardchmvager will be juxtaposed with Sigmar
Polke, while the media arts galleries will presedewi installations by William Kentridge and Shirin
Neshat. A final gallery features the paintings of @dBaselitz, whose work the Fishers collected with
great passion.

In the first completely new installation since therdpg of SFMOMA’s Rooftop Garden in May
2009, the outdoor space will display the Fisher Collectistiengths in large-scale sculpture, with works
by Alexander Calder, Mark di Suvero, Beverly Pepper, and I$¢oguchi Key pieces by British artists
Tony Cragg, Richard Deacon, Barry Flanagan, Antony Gaynand Richard Long will also be
on view.

In conjunction with the exhibition, SFMOMA will publishrechly illustrated catalogue presenting
highlights from the Fisher Collection. The book wikalinclude an introductory essay by Gary Garrels and
excerpts from a 2006 interview in which Don and Doris disdusis tollection with Neal Benezra.

Upon completing an expansion of SFMOMA's facilitiesg ffisher Collection will be presented in
a dedicated new wing and will also be interwoven witliks from SFMOMA’s modern and contemporary
holdings,enhancing SFMOMA's capacity to develop exhibitions andipydsbgrams in all areas of its

collections—painting and sculpture, photography, architecind design, and media arts.

About the Doris and Donald Fisher Collection

The Fishers started collecting art more than 40 yegosaided early on only by Doris Fisher’s college
roommate, Peggy Walker, and their keen instincts. Meeyr first purchases included prints—often
acquiring whole suites—which were used to furnish the wals @ffice building for Gap, the retail
company they cofounded in 1969. Soon, their passion grethagdegan adding paintings, sculpture,
drawings, photographs, and other media. The Fishers haselrieed a curator or broker to procure pieces
for their collection; rather, they prefer the excitgrhof discovering each piece themselves.

During the last four decades, the Fishers amassed a migselity collection. It includes more than 1,100
works by 185 artists created from 1928 to the present. Theettoh features work by American and
European masters from movements including Pop artdfiigerArt, Minimalism, abstraction,
conceptualism, Photorealism, and Color-field painting.

The Fishers collected work in depth by significant e tigith the aim of representing the entire span of

their careers. The collection includes concentratafiveork by Alexander Calder (45 works), Ellsworth
Kelly (41 works), Roy Lichtenstein (24 works), Chuck CI¢@&& works), Gerhard Richter (23 works),
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Andy Warhol (21 works), Anselm Kiefer (16 works), Richaetra (14 works), and Agnes Martin (11
works), to name a few.

About Doris and Don Fisher

Don Fisher, who passed away in September of 2009, was &MEIMA’S most ardent and generous
supporters. He was a member of the SFMOMA Board dft€as from 1983 to 2009 and served on several
Board committees, most recently as Secretary/TreadDoris Fisher has served for many years on
SFMOMA'’s Education Committee. At the National GallerywWashington D.C., she is a member of the
Trustee Council and has served as co-chair of theotls Committee for ten years.

SFMOMA Anniversary: 75 Years of Looking Forward

In 2010, SFMOMA will mark the 75th anniversary of its foundargl its 15th year in the Mario Botta—
designed building downtowtighlighting the unique strengths of the collection and muasmehen
SFMOMA broke new groundhe museum will offer a free weekend celebration on dgrifia 17, and 18
and a year of programs under the baraeYears of Looking Forward. This series of exhibitions and
eventdllustrates the stories of the artists, collectotdtural visionaries, and community leaders who
founded, built, and have animated the museum.

About SFMOMA

SFMOMA welcomes more than 650,000 visitors annually, anerian 46,000 students visit each year.
Since opening its south of Market building in 1995, SFMOMA ddded more than 13,000 works to its
collections, 95 percent of which were donated, doubtgbaldings to 26,000 works. At the same time,
SFMOMA'’s family programs have increased five-fold, texdraining programs have increased six-fold,
and gallery tours have expanded to 1,800. SFMOMA has mounégies af exhibitions that have drawn
both record attendance and critical praise, includingmeexhibitions by Diane Arbus, Olafur Eliasson,
Eva Hesse, Frida Kahlo, William Kentridge, Sol LeWRichard Tuttle, and Jeff Wall.

Media Contacts

Robyn Wise, rwise@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4172
Libby Garrison, Igarrison@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4177
Sandra Sloan, ssloan@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4174

* * *

Calder to Warhol: Introducing the Fisher Collection is presented by the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art as part of75 Years of Looking Forward, a series of exhibitions and events organized in celebrat

the museum’s anniversary. Major support is provided byiaahd Bruce Atwater, Barbara and Gerson
Bakar, Phyllis and Bill Draper, Barbara and Bill Edd&rthe Fisher family, Drue and Art Gensler, Mary

Jo and Dick Kovacevich, Gretchen and Howard Leachn&lgicKeon, Eileen and Peter Michael, Phyllis
Moldaw, Diana Nelson and John Atwater, Liebe and Biltdeadn, Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Robertson,

Helen and Charles Schwab, Joanie and Tom SwifielRes Chroman Swig, Thomas Weisel Partners

LLC, Bobbie and Mike Wilsey, and Patricia and William Wiisdl. Media and promotional partners:

Butler, Shine, Stern & Partners; KQE&n Francisco Chronicle|SFGate.comS- Weekly; and Zipcar.

The St. Regis San Francisco is the official hotehef7% anniversary.

Visit our website at sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for mor e infor mation.

SFMOMA is supported by a broad array of contributors coreohiih helping advance its mission. Major annual
support is provided by Grants for the Arts/San Francis¢elH@ax Fund, the Koret Foundation, and the Evelyn and
Walter Haas Jr. Fund. First Tuesdays are always fraeks to AT&T. Thursday Nights at SFMOMA are sponsored
by Banana Republic. KidstART free admission for childrenri®wnder is made possible by Charles Schwab & Co.
Inc.
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